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Talking to 
Strangers 

I think we all have something we would like to be true, an event 
we know has been reported, but of which we would like to be sure. 

I have a n��ber of such hopes, but first among them is that 
physical, materialisation medi��ship might really happen. And, 
better, that I might be there to witness it. Such a joint effort �etween this world and the next would display independent intellect, 

1ntent, decision-making, choice, and numerous other skills that 
would, the phe��ena aside, strongly suggest the continued existence 
of substantial intelligence. 

So, the endeavours of the Noah's :\rk Society (XL\S) in reviving the 
practise and demonstration of physical medi��ship has particularly 
intrigued me. Or at least, it did till a revelation appeared in 
Psychic News for 7 . 11 .92 ,  under the headline 'Medi�'1l Caught Holding 
Trumpet'. 

The medi�� referred to was 'Lincoln', the bright young star of the 
��S, who had supposedly been fastened securely to a chair. In the 
middl� of a well-attended seance held, as ever, in total darkness, �he l1ght unexpectedly went on and he was seen, free of his bonds, 
1n the centre of the circle, holding an illuminated trumpet. Just 
previously, the movements of this trumpet around the circle had been 
amazing the sitters, and it appears that when the light went on 
'L" 1 I t • d 

' 
1nco n cr1e out before throwing himself backwards to the floor'. 

The PN report derived from a very experienced Spiritualist, and its 
tenor was one of implied - if not overt - criticism. The initial 
explanation

. 
from the N:.o\S was that a ''mischievous earthbound spirit" 

(�al�ed Dan1el) had allegedly entered the medium's body during the 
s1tt1ng, and that "the lights had been turned on by the spirit world 
in order to rid Lincoln of this possessing entity". I was not alone 
in thinking this unlikely. 

In the NAS Newsletter for Nov.1992 Robin Foy tackled the events at 
length, under the title 'Warts And All'. Sadly, it turned out to be 
little more than a set of rather exotic excuses, making great demands 
on �ne' s ability to suspend disbelief. Neither r.Ir .Foy himself (the 
Cha1rman of the X�S) nor, it seems, any other influential member 
would ev�n countenan�e deliberate fraud, and the 'Daniel' theory 
appears 1n more deta1l, based on the premise that Lincoln's ill-

health had permitted Daniel's dominance, and that the guides had 
intervened in the only way available to them. 

At a subsequent seance, it seems, Lincoln's guide 'Felix' not only 
confirmed this interpretation, but also instructed the circle "to 
perform a full 'rescue' to send 'Daniel' on his way". During this 
exercise "we all witnessed, in full red light, the snapping of the 
two strong cable ties securing his legs, as if they were no more 
than a cotton thread". 

Prior to this event, the NAS had shown an impressive determination to 
permit video filming and some degree of scientific testing - subject 
to 'spirit' agreement. Since the event, they seem to be steadily re­
treating from that position, reverting to an attitude of 'only 
believe and thou shalt see', that sits uneasily with the declared 
aim of providing evidence of survival. 

Ghos ts, Scholars and Herbert Thurston 

Some things add those little touches of quality to life. For me, 
one of these is the occasional arrival of Ghosts and Scholars, an 

exquisitely-produced, substantial journal about l'i .:�. J arnes and other 
writers in that tradition, combining new and rare fiction, reviews, 
criticism, and historical research, plus some fine artwork. All 
this is put together with a light and enterprising touch by the 
Editor, Rosemary Pardoe, who also publishes one-off collect1ons ot 
stories and other writing that takes her fancy. For anyone with 
any interest in the English ghost story, or just in fine writing, I 
���end Ghosts and Scholars most highly. A sample copy is £2.50, 
or an £8.00 subscription gives you a 20% discount off any of the 
publications. Please write to The Haunted Library, Flat One, 36, 
Ha�ilton Street, Hoole, Chester, CH2 3JQ. 

_t..nyway, the reason I mention all this is that �osemary is seeking 

some information about a writer in our field, with which I hop some 

of you may be able to help her 

"Herbert Thurston 1 s three t>ooks, Physical .Phenomena of f"iysticism, 
Ghosts and Foltergeists and Surprising r.1ystics, are quite well known 
in our field. They are basically collections of articles originally 
published in various periodicals. Far less well known is the fact 
that (according to his bibliography) he wrote vast numbers of 
articles not reprinted in these books. Some are not releva�t to us, 
of course, but a great many are. Can anyone tell me if any of these 
have been reprinted in recent years - perhaps piecemeal in journals? 
I have often thought (especially since Thurston went out of copy­
right!) that it would be nice to produce a booklet containing three 
or four of the best of the unreprinted articles, but I would want to 
be sure before doing this that the pieces had definitely not been 
reprinted elsewhere." 

If you can help, please write to Rosemary at thE=> 'Haunted Library' 
address above. Thanks. 
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The following is an excerpt from a fascinating booklet titled 

Visits by our friends from the Other Side. This was written 
by Tom Harrison, the Founder :·lanager of Arthur Findlay College, 
and is about the remarkable mediumship of his mother, Minnie 
Harrison. All proceeds from the sale of the booklet - which is 
illustrated by some unusual photos of materialisation medium­
ship - go to cancer relief charities, and it is available for 
£2.50 from Saturday Night Press Publications, 27, Wood Lane 
Close, Flackwell Heath, High �·Jycanbe, Bucks, HP10 9EP. In this 
account the surname, and name of the road only have been 
changed. 

The Way Home 
by Tom Harrison 

On Saturday evening, lOth January 1948, we all heard this soft and 
rather hesitant voice coming through the Trumpet which was suspen­
ded in the middle of our circle. It belonged to a boy who gave 
his name as 'J ames Andrew Fletcher' • He had passed over when he 
was about 12 years old, and had been attracted to our circle .·by 
the bright light emanating from it, whilst we were sitting in a 
darkened room. 

By a series of questions and answers we obtained as much information 
as possible, but he was still rather unsure of himself. We gathered 
that he had passed over on 6th June 1941: he had no brothers or 
sisters but did have a pet dog of which he was very fond. He 
thought he had lived in Coniston Avenue, or something like that, in 
Haverton Hill, which is a village a few miles from Middlesbrough 
alongside the vast I.C.I. Billingham Works. He had tried to visit 
his h��e, he said, but th�re seemed to be a mist which he could not 
get through. '.,·as it near, and could we help him? 

I was free the following \'Jednesday afternoon and told him I would go 
to Haverton Hill to see if I could find his home, and invited him to 
accompany me - with the help of perhaps Aunt Agg (one of the spirit 
personalities from Minnie Harrison's circle - Ed.) or other Spirit 
people familiar to him. h'e would try to penetrate that misty 
barrier and link him again with his mother and father - and his pet 
dog, if still there. 

Not knowing Haverton Hill at all well, I stopped my car at a local 
shop. Did t..l)ey know a Coniston Avenue? No. sorry - but there is a 
Collinson Road just aro·..:.:·zc the cor.Kr. I thanked them and drove 
round. In front of me was a long road of council houses, four or 
five to a block, with small front gardens - similar to thousands 
built in the J930's. I stood there wondering where to start my 
enquiries - which were unusual to say the least. 'Collinson' -
'Coniston' - they w<?re similar, so I must have a try, for James's 
sake. 

Three o'clock on a .vednesday afternoon and not a soul in sight. 
\Vhich door do I knock on? The answer was given to me when I saw a 
lady coming out of her house about three blocks away. 

"Excuse me, but could you tell me where the Fletchers live, please?" 
Imagine my surprise when she immediately replied - "Oh yes, just on 
the corner there at number 20". Could it be as easy as this, I 
thought? I rang the be!l at number 20. No reply. I rang again. 
Still no reply, but a lady appeared at the door of the adjoining 
house. Could she help? 

"Yes pleas e - 1 was wanting to speak to l•irs F'letcher". 
�1rs automatical l y came to mind as I thought she was nore 

likely to be at ho:ne at that time of the day. t-·lr. would 
no doubt be working. 
"No, she is out at present - works at the ICI canteen and 
won't be home at that time of the day". I thanked her and 
said I would try to return about 7.30 and perhaps she would 
mention it to i'lrs Fletcher. 

Around 7.30 I did return - a pitch black and extremely cold 
_T anuary night, with very dim gas street lighting. Again I rang 

the bell at number 20 - rather more apprehensively this time, 
wondering what was ahead of me. This time there was a reply, 
quite qtickly, and a man confronted me at the.door. 
"Are you the chap who came to see my wife this afternoon?" 
he barked at me before I had time to speak! Oh dear I thought 
- what have I done! "Yes sir", I replied, as friendly as possible, 
"3ut I would also like to speak to you if I may." 
"Well, what do you want?", he snapped. 

As J have said, my enquiries were rather unusual, wit h out such an 

opening confrontation. Ah well, I thought, here goes - just ask 
simple questions and play it by ear. 
"Did you have a son called J ames Andrew?" "Yes.,, came the reply. 
"h1as he about 12 years old when he died?" Another curt ''Yes". 

''Did he die on 6th June 1941 ?" I asked, now feeling quite inwardly 
excited. 
"Yes", he said again, not quite so aggressively this time - but 
quickly added - "How do you know, and what's this all about?" .!\ 
very reasonable question to put to a complete stranger who knocks 
on your door on a dark winter's night. 
"I'm researching some information about psychic phenomena and was 
hoping that you may be able to assist me," I replied. Little did 
he realise how much he had already done so, Three questions -
three affirmativesl All this, still at the front door, in the 
space of three or four minutes. Had I really found the ho�P of 
that 'voice' which we had all heard for the first time only four 
days previously? It certainly see.'1led like it - but morC> v:as yet to 

come. By this time a lady had appeared at the doorway. 
"�Vhat 's happening? i·.lhat does he want?" she asked. 1'-lr Fletcher 
explained briefly but in a much more subdued voice, and without the 
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original aggression. "',vell, would you like to come in and talk?" 
said the lady, and I seemed to detect a sense of expectancy in her 
voice. "t'-1any thanks - it is rather cold tonight out here." 

From the moment we entered their living room the atmosphere seemed 
to change - much friendlier, although still rather apprehensive. A 
cheerful open fire greeted us and I sat in an armchair next to the 
sideboard, on which was - a framed photograph of a good-looking 
boy - surely J ames. t-·!r and Mr Fletcher sat on the settee on the 
other side of the fireplace facing me - still a complete stranger -
asking questions about their dead son. But the friendliness con­
tinued. "Would you like a cup of tea?" "l'lany thanks," I replied. 

As !-1rs Fletcher went through to the kitchen a rough-haired terrier 
bounded out and inunediately sat down in front of me; tail wagging 
vigorously, ears pricked and whining rather than barking. '�st 
unusual", remarked 1'1r Fletcher, "he's not usually so friendly with 
strangers." But as I explained t-o them, he wasn't looking directly 
at me. Yes, this was James's dog, 'Rags', and he was welcoming him 
home! 

Mission accomplished I thought - and I would be leaving after 
I had enjoyed my cup of tea. But not so. As Mrs Fletcher 
handed me the cup of tea she rather diffidently said, "We're 
Catholics, you see," with all the attendant implications. I 
immediately offered to leave and assured them that I had no 
intention of offending their religious beliefs or principles. 

"01 no," she said, "we v.ould like to talk to you", and her 
husband nodded in agreement. From then on Mrs Fletcher did 
most of the talking- a mother's natural love for her only 
child being very evident. 

I e��lained briefly about our small group and how we had heard 
their son's voice last Saturday evening. They listened 
intently and with obvious interest. There was' certainly no 
indication of any feeling of disbelief. Although it was a few 
days past 'TWelfth Night', I noticed there were still a few 
Olristmas decorations in the room - but that is not unusual. 
\mat was unusual, however, was the reason they were there at alU 

Dun.ng our talk, r:rs Fletcher told me she had a 'strange' feeling 
around Christmas time to get a tree and decorate the room as they 
had always done when J ames was alive. The feeling was � strong, 
although she had no idea why, that she unpacked all the decor­
ations which they had put away and never used since James died -
over six years ago. She now realised, she said, why the feeling 
was so strong this particular year and felt so very pleased that 
she had done it! 

I now felt that my visit had not only been instrumental i n  

getting James back to his ho�e, but equally important, his mother 
and fath�re aware of his presence and happily accepted the 
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situation. The 'mist' which J ames had been unable to penetrate 
had now been lifted and the Fletcher family was again complete. 
The 'bright light' that J ames had seen emanating from our Circle 
on that Saturday evening had been as a beacon to him, and he came 
to thank us the following Saturday - this time in a much stronger 
and clearer voice! 

That same bright psychic light was also a beacon to many other 
frustrated, confused or simply 'lost' spirits whom we were so 
pleased to help over the years. 

END TIMES BULLETIN 
;.,hen I published, in the early eighties, the

. 
onl� two

. 
independent 

is�ues of ETB, it was in the wake of the Sov1et 1nvas�on of Afghan­
istan, at a time of great gloom and crisis. By the tLme I cam� to 
put a third issue together, there really wasn't enough to publ1sh. 
The pressure was off, and folk were no longer much bothered about 
the apocalypse. 

I rather think I wouldn't h�ve the same problem now. For a start, 
we are much nearer the year 1999, and those numbers alone will, 
without doubt, ensure a great and growing passion for things 
eschatalogical. There are crumbling economies. There are numerous 
health and environmental problems, already being used to support 

. all kinds of angles and belie?fs, particularly among those who cla1m 
knowledge and understanding of what God is thinking, and doing, and 
why. •.·;i th the end of the Communist monolith ( don't bet on 
communism itself being finished - most faiths have revivals, and 
revivalists, too), there are sufficient conflict� afoot

_
to fulfil 

the Book of Revelation twice over. I n  our rn�n l1ttle f1eld, the 
New Agers are longing for change without stopping to imagine its 
implications, and Ashtar Command and his innumerable chums are 
belting round the cosmos issuing threats and promises in roughly 
equal parts. In her own genteel way, the Blessed Virgin Mary seems 
to be tackling much the same mission. 

So, I think it is time to expand this colurnn to, hopefully, a few 

pages each issue, and to keep a really good account of End Times 
events and movements over the next seven years or so. Any relevant 
cu t t ings, references, news or ideas will be most gratefully received 
and thoroughly acknowledged, so that \\•hen it is all over - however 
it turns qut - we can look back and see how we got where we're going. 
· :e' 11 look forward to hearing fro111 you� 
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The Enclless Encounter 

by Kevin McClure 
It is worth pointing out some of the key differences between 
LFOs and buses - of course, what they have in common is that 
neither turn up when you want one: unless you happen to live 
in Gulf 3reeze. 

luses, to their credit, carry info�ation to say where they're 
going, and you can usually work out where they've been, or at 
least where they were manufactured. They show up on radar. 
They show up on photos. If you board one - or leave it - other 
people can see you do it. If a bus drives down a busy street, 
the great majority of potential witnesses will agree that they 
can see it, and their descriptions of the bus will be sustan­
tially similar. If it runs over a patch of soft cement, it 
will leave tyre tracks. To rem&�ber a bus, y�u don't have to 

be subjected to hypnotic regression. Generally speaking, you 
don't get seriously sexually assaulted by deformed perverts on 
buses. And you don't only find out what the driver looks like 

40 years after the bus crashes. 

l'L.'C''S have none of these qualities, none of these properties. 

Simply, in terms of direct comparison with a bus, buses have 

physical existence - and UFOs don't. There's no I an Allan 

Book of UFO t-;'umbers, or LW Types, or UFO Occupants. �>Jhen UFOs 
evince the endless variety that they do, changing with time, 
scientific advances, and cultural background, they hardly lend 
themselves to such cataloguing. Imagine the Ian Allan Book of 
�-1essengers from the Stars, listing all the contacting and 
channelling entities reported as having communicated in the 
last 46 years. A loose-leaf volume in a ring-binder of infi­
nite capacity, filled with the names and home planets of 
characters who have much to say about themselves, but know 
little or nothing of their myriad supposed compatriots, carrer­
ing invisibly in their thousands along the busy space lanes 
between Earth, the Fleiades, and Zeta Heticuli. 

We seem to have reached an important watershed in the develop­
ment of ufology. A point where we break free from the past 

and declare that the UFO is as good as dead. That as UFOs have 

nothing in common with buses, we may as well admit that there 

is no point in studying them in that way, and that we neither 

want nor need them. There will always be those who want to 

hold skywatches, those who can be bothered with LITs and UAPs 
and even CEls. But the mainstream of the subject has in recent 

years moved on from planet rnisidentifications, meteorological 

events and the lights of planes. I have great respect for those 

who rese.'3.r�h <::uc� l.c::c::' n.:::, wb.o cultivate contacts with the local 
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airports, and distribute those wonderfully old-fashioned 
sighting report forms. But for all the work on the landing at 
Delphos, and the raising of a plaque at Livingston New Town, 
the CE2 as well has died for lack of evidence. 

Many of our investigations now have as their starting point.the 

sort of close encounter of the third kind that little more than 

a decade ago was the ultimate mystery. In the term 'UFO' the 
element of ' flyinq' is now of minimal importance. The defini­
tion as an object is at best shaky, unsupported by the evidence. 

And no-one seems 1�uch bothered about whether the backdrops of 
more modern reports remain unidentified or not. If you're seeing 
the doctor, you don't worry �uch about the architecture of the 
surgery. 

\Vhat really matters is what goes on in the locations in 
which percipients now place their experiences, who does what 
to them, when, how often, and with what perceived or presen­
ted motive. It is not surprising that more traditional UFO 
investigators have reverted to the relative safety of long­

buried - and forgotten - crash and retrieval reports. 

The cultural and scientific naivete of recent reports from 
Eastern Europe only emphasises the changes that have been 
taking place in our subject, and how and why they have happened. 

In passing, as we acknowledge that we are no longer much con­

cerned about things seen in the skies, perhaps we can look 
briefly at what over 40 years of such research has taught us. 
To be honest, not much. What· traditional UFO research has 
achieved is to identify what was identifiable, and to fail to 
identify what was unidentifiable. It goes little further than 
that. \,Je have no understan<iing of any sort of plan or intention 
of contact from elsewhere that relates to the presence of 
physical objects. If Roswell is the best physical evidence case 
we have, then that measures only the paucity of what is on offer. 

After 45 years of hard work, we can only say that there may once 
have been some bits of a physical construction that might have 

come from somewhere other than Earth. And on the other hand 
they might not, and anyway, we don't have them now. 

' 

I guess that the heart of our problem is, that while we have 
been believing we were investigating events, we have actually 
been investigating memories. .�d those memories have themselves 
be:-n o� responses and emotions arising from a range of intangible 
st�mul� we could never hope to experience at first-hand. Those �timuli have ranged fro� the strongest fear and terror, to the 
Joyous hope of a new age on Earth, to the most deliberate of li es . 
Yet we have sought, and seek in all of them, confirmation of our 
own desire to prove a genuine mystery true. 

We - anrl this appli es as much to my search fer proof of survival 
of death in Spiritualist phenomena as to that of UFO researchers 
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for evidence of ETs or urs - are still trapped in this same 
pattern of behaviour. Because we are human and demand some sort 
of reward for our efforts, we go and talk to the oddest people 
about the oddest things, and expect something special to come of 
it. Mind you, that's never stopped me yet! 

So, if we're going to persist in this pattern of behaviour, can 
we at least give some order to it, make it accessible to others 
without the same motivation? Can we apply some academic disci­
pline that gives it lasting value, and us some standing in 
society, before the next chat-c;how or documentary makes buffoons 
of us again? Thus far, we haven't done too well. Our approach 
to physical sighting cases - CEls and CE2s in particular - has 
been consistent with my bus metaphor. Count the wheels, note the 
colour, guess the dimensions, calculate the distance, count the 
windows, guess the speed, sketch the engine it just might use, 
and wonder why it changes colour and disappears. Interesting, as 
they used to say, but stupid. �ve have filed away descriptions of 
thousands of buses - sorry, UFOs - and there isn't a thing we can 
do with them. 

We have been in a new area of research, dominated by reports of 

abductions and intrusions, for several years now .  \ve are still 

investigating memories, but they are memories of � different 

kind, and their nature seems to give us the opportunity to frame 

our research within existing academic paradigms, in areas of 

study that have established patterns and pre�t�ents. For, �f you 

take away the clutter of unidentified flyiug objects from the 

abduction reports of the last decade or so, you take with them 

the historical exclusion imposed by th� technology. To put it 
another way: without the inference that the abduction experience 
relies on the physical arrival of the abductors at the location 
by technological means, the experience can be safely and usefuJ.ly 
evaluated in the rich and rewarding context of thousands of years 
of accounts of religious experience. 

Anyone who is familiar with my work will know the importance I 
place on the significance of historical context in researching 
any claim of paranormal experience. If something extraordinary 
appears to be happening for the first time, especially if there 
are multiple reports within a group that has access to common 
information, I would look particularly hard at those reports, and 
the source from which they emanate. Almost invariably, there are 
identifiable stimuli for the reports of such events, and specific 
cases can be found in the history of Spiritualism, of visions of 
figures like the Virgin f'.1ary and, of course, in ufology. In most 
of these cases there is not only a starting point, but a finishing 
point, too. Contemporary examples of this sort of situation would 
include the whole crop circle phenomenon, and the reported revival 
of physical mediurnship - a grouping of survival phenomena reported 
re9ularly from 1890 to 1950, hardly ever in the past 40 years, and 
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now, apparently, occurring again. The eschatological - end of the 
world - beliefs underlying much New Age thinking are also worth a 
look, coming as close as they do to the numerical fvlillennium. At 
the risk of sounding like a psycho-social theorist - which I'm not 
- I suspect that cultural and social factors do have an important 
role in all these sets of reported events and perceptions. 

As I'm taking the liberty of suggesting that we should look at the 
abduction experience - and others - in the context of religious 
experience, I must make clear what I mean by religious experience. 
Am I just insulting both those who claim to be currently in 
contact with higher intelligences, and those who follow traditional 
religions. Or is there more to it than that? 

In proposing a definition, I stress that I'm not only talking about 
a specific event, visionary, revelatory or otherwise. Perhaps a 
\�rking definition might be as broad as - 'an understanding or 
acceptance that a non-human intelligence or intelligences can of 
its/their own volition influence, interact or communicate with one 
or more human beings'. That means that I see religious experience 
as being a state of mind, an ongoing condition. How an individual 
comes to be in that state of mind, and whether they perceive the 
contact -yes, it's that \Y0rd again - in terms of good or evil, 
threatening or caring, as hierarchical, oppressive, redemptive or 
whatever is a slightly different issue. It is the informed predis­
position to accept the reality of contact that I'm concerned with: 
the endless encounter between humanity and something else that has 
probably been the primary formative influence on individual and 
social behaviour since the inception of language. One of the 
classical 'a posteriori' - based on the evidence - proofs of the 
existence of God was what the Stoics called W:>t\1.0:\ �-.NotA-l - the 
common notion that God exists. It was common then, and in a world 
with a vastly increased population, it's still common now. 

I am very conscious of the fact that many people - including 
a number of Wild Places readers - lay their beliefs on the 
line, explaining the nature and significance of their contacts 
and communications with non-human intelligences. It is easy for 
someone like me to criticise, and among some who claim extra­
ordinary experiences I am regarded as no more than a sceptic, 
with no experience that gives me any understanding of what they 
are going through, and the priorities that they have. I would 
not accept this opinion, but what can I offer in terms of 
dramatic personal experience that might afford me credibility 
among the 'belief-oriented' community? On what basis do I make 
judgements to say that an abduction has so much in common with a 
religious vision? 

Well, apart from my poltergeist that broke an alarm clock and 
hurled my treasured copy of 'The Wizard of 02' six feet across 
my bedroom from a tightly-p�ed bookcase, two fairly tasty pre-
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cognitive dreams, one good ghost, and some night terrors invol­
ving a particularly malevolent snowman, there is a little more. 

From about seven years old onwards, I was very involved in the 

life of our local Anglican church. Singing in the choir, 
attending many of the social events. By the time I was 10, and 
went off to boarding-school, my only ambition was to be an 
:CI.nglican vicar. I was happy with the theology of the church, 

with the concept of redemption through the birth, death and 
resurrection of Olrist. The boarding-school, too, was strongly 
Christian, and though I was disappointed at experiencing no 
sense of physical change at the moment of my confirmation, or 

the taking of my first communion, I lived very much within my 
religious experience, conscious not only of my beliefs, but also 
of the way in which I felt they set me a little apart from many 
of those around me. In my motivation for what I did, and my 

approach to life, there was certainly a slight element of super­
iority over most of my contemporaries, and I made no secret of 
my plans for ordination. 

Adolescence proceeded as it will, I read widely, and immersed 
myself with passion in pop music and its incipient culture. My 

Christianity wasn't so much challenged as overwhelmed by the 

wealth of input available in the mid-Sixties. I found myself 

drawn, via the Pelican book and a few copies of 'The ?-'liddle Way' 
that I happened on, to a very Western form of Buddhism. About 
this time I became aware of my powers of persuasion: within a 

couple of months I had made several converts to a religion 
about which I knew virtually nothing. I guess that's about the 
only thing the Beatles and I had in ca:mnon! 

By the beginning of 1968, Buddhism had lost most of its attrac­

tion. I could hardly say I was going off to be a monk, and 
avatar was a mite beyond me - though don't imagine that the 
thought never crossed my mind I found myself in the 

unhappy position of those who have 'lost their faith' - some­

thing also experienced by i\iary J ones of Egryn, in f'.Jort.h Wales, 
shortly before the extraordinary phenomena known as the Egryn 
Lights began to appear as part of her mission to carry revival 
to �1erionethshire. I came up with nothing so remarkable, 

but after a thoroughly miserable Easter, documented in poetry 

heavy on teenage angst, I had a conversion experience that was 
astonishing in its ferocity. At the time it gave every impre­
s�ion of coming from without, rather than within, and of being 

v1r�ually physical in its force. I sensed a tremendous light 
com1ng from the back to the front of my head, seeming to go 

through the information paths in my brain, cleansing and 
ch�ing, and filling me with the utmost conviction that every­
th1ng I so wanted to believe about Christianity was, without 

doubt, true. I have since wondered what ��uld emerge were I to 
be hypnotically regressed to that time. 
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It didn't actually change how I l ived my l ife, but I have 
seldom been so filled with j oy and optimism as I was for months 
rtfter that. Of course, with my customary humi l ity I started 
trying to reconvert such of myprevious victims as still retained 
any interest in what I had to say. But more important, I was 
content again, my future career and internal status thoroughly 
restored. 

h'hy I 'm not now clad in cassock and dog collar is more a matter 
of factual analysis than of any stronger conviction taking over. 
Reading theology, and looking at the mechanics of the development 

of texts and doctrines chipped away steadily at my faith, and a 
growing interest in the paranormal provided alternative ways of 
looking at my own experiences, and those of others. But even now, 
I would never.doubt the reality of the internal experience, or the 
range and power of the information that kind of experience can in 

some way convey. And I will never deny that the experience really 

happened, for all that it was one I was looking and hoping for. 

So, this is why I feel I � claim to share some of the emotion 
and power - the transformative element, if you like - of whatever 
it is happens to contactees, abductees, channellers and others. 
For many years I regarded myself, with my vocation, as one of the 
'chosen'. I had a purpose and a ministry to fulfil. Not as 
exotic as some, but still involving the will and word of non-human 
intelligences on whose behalf I intended to act. 

There are many others who feel they have been chosen, with or 

without their consent, and who will hold specific beliefs and plan 
their lives accordingly. While I may find much to criticise in 

the actions of those who build fame and fortune on the backs of 
those individuals, while claiming to comfort and support them, I 

can to a degree relate to their experiences. I can also say that 

they aren't the first,· and they won't be the last, and that the 
whole of human history is out there to be learned from in seeking 

an understanding of what is really happening, to them, and to all 

of us. 
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rn a couple of listings here, I mention a review of recent books 
by Andy Collins and Faul Devereux. I've written this a couple of 
ti�1es now, but I'm not really satisfied with it and, anyway, both 
versions are too long to fit! A feature covering both the books, 
ctnd the 'Spirit laths' and 'Orgone' theories will appear in TI� 7. 

News From The Front 
�ov/Dec 1Y92. Official Logbook of the Ancient 

.-\stronaut Society. Intriguing material from i:3ulgaria in Anc�ent 
Thracian �lonuments by ooyanov & Dimi trou, The Emerald Tablet of 
Hermes�Thoth by .'-\ndrew Tomas, and Or .Stuart w .Greenwood on 
Babylonian Venus Observations. Good, original writing. Benefit 
of membership of the A.A.S. at 1921, St.John's Ave, Highland 
f-'ark, Illinois 60035-3105 U.S .A. 

Al\(1-·lJ\LY - The ASSAF Journal of Research into the Paranormal. 
Issue 11. John �pencer (of BUFORA} on the coincidences that 
have happened to him, ASSAP's Investigations Coordinator on 
Organising a Vigil, The Case for EVP by Gi lbert Banner, medium­
ship and more. £1.50 from SKS, Saint Aldhelm, 20t Paul Street, 
Frome, Somerset, BAl l 1DX. 

CAMBRir::x;E (Ontario) UFO RESEARa-I GROUP NE\..Sl-CTTER. Issue No.42. 
December 1992. Sxcellent value as usual: 60+ A4 pages of fine 
original reports, clippings, great cartoons, reviews, channel­
ling, ads & loads more. Send $8 to 3onnie wheeler, 170, Strath­
cona Street, Cambridge, Ontario, Canada, �3C 1R4. 

CATASTROPHIS:'1 & AN:IS;\T HISTO�Y - A :ltournal of Interdisciplinary 
Study. The copy I've recently received is dated Jan.1991, but I 
hope this is still being published. Learned, thoroughly resear­
ched, and making the most of the implications of Velikovsky's 
work that I've seen so far. If I receive a more recent issue, 
I'll give more details of content. $4 from Marvin A.Luckerrnan, 
3431, Club Avenue, Los ,.;ngeles, CA 90064, U.S.A. 

THE CEREOLCGIST �.7. Harvest 1992. Everything you wanted to 
know about human fortitude in the face of adversity is encapsu­
lated here. Despite the ( to me , anyway ) unavoidable conclusion 
that crop circles have only ever been a mix of meteorological 
phenomena and excellent hoaxing, the true believers who contri­
bute to this charming journal are putt i ng  up the shutters . As it 
is now clear that even CCCS i nves tigators don't know what is 
meant to distinguish a man-made ci rcle from one made by whatever 
else it is they believe makes them , the articles of bel i ef are 
now moving away from the circles thems elves . We now have the 
"luminous orange globes low over the fi elds it seems more 
likely they are the progeni tors of the circles and pictograms". 
�ve have "trilling". • . .ve have "s t range blue lights in the circles 
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a sound of whirling blades, like a helicopter without the 
engine noise.'' There are "beautifully coloured lights that sank 
into the corn and just vanished with no noise." Then there's the 
'Grasdorf Plates' - large slabs of amazingly pure gold, silver 
and bronze, apparently found underground beneath a formation, 
bearing an en<Jraving of the very formation itself! i<Jorst of all, 
perhaps, is an article entitled 'Dealing with the Circle l'1akers' , 
an incredible melange of medieval superstition - "Individuals who 
then ascribe this phenomenon to 'hoaxers' want to avoid direct 
address on the source of this intelligence" "It seems 
evident from these unique approaches that the designers direct 
themselves to more educated and thoughtful persons" 
"Svidence of non-human activity has now been doctlJllented." To put 
it simply, forget about genuine research and investigation, 
there's another religion in the making, and it's as daft as the 
rest of them - despite the undoubted presence of "more educated 
and thoughtful persons". £.2 • .50 a copy from SKS, Saint Aldhelm, 
20, Paul Street, Frome, Somerset, BAll lDX. 

a-IRISTIAN NEW PGE QUARTERLY Oct-Dec 1992. You ' 11 see from the 

piece by Catherine Groves elsewhere in this issue the range of 

the Editor of this excellent journal. This is another fine and 

thoughtful issue, available for $5 from P.O.Box 276, Clifton, 
l'J 0 7011-02 7 6' l!. s . !-' • 

CHRISTIAN PAqAPSYCHOLOGIST Dec.1992. (And other recent issues) 
Good to see Leslie Price playing a lively role here, looking at 
the history of Psychic News, and at the activities of the Noah's 
Ark Society - which we've tackled elsewhere in this issue. The 
Letters, Reviews and News items are often the best parts of CP: 
the articles - such as, here, 'The 3ridge between the Scientific 
and the Spiritual' by Abdul Hassarn- often seem more to represent 
a personal wrestling with problems of belief than any attempt to 
move forward in a particular direction. 4-issue sub. £5 from 
CFPSS, The Rural '.-Jorkshop, South Road, North Somercotes, Louth, 
Lines, LNll 7PT. 

COSM()L(X;Y NSh'SLINK - International t·lagazine of the Cosmos No.45. 
I think I can remember reading this title 20 years ago, and not 
a lot has changed. UFO-oriented and very British, it is a little 
heavy on reprints, but there is some original thinking, and the 
endeavour deserves your support. Only £1 from E.Harris, 16, 

Newton Green, Great Jtirinow, Essex, C·16 lDU. 

TI-f£ CRG' \•JATO-ffiR Issues 12 & 13. I had the pleasure of meeting 
Editor Paul Fuller in the summer, and found him to be one of the 
most perceptive and committed individuals within anomaly research. 
He doesn't debunk cereology: he tells you what has really 
happened, with no overlay of belief, no need to make money. 
Sadly, he does have to be careful of litigation, the courts 
ap�arently being the last resort of the greedy in their pursuit 
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of the gul l ible and deluded. I realise that i t ' s not enough j ust  

to affirm the s imple equation that natural events + hoaxes = the 

crop ci rcl e  phenomenon. The Crop �vatcher,  issue by issue, takes 

you through that equation, proves it ,  and makes a darned enter­

t ai ning j ob of doing i t .  Quite indispensable . £.1 . 50 an issue 

from Paul Ful ler,  3, Selborne Court, Tavistock Close,  Romsey , 

Hants , S0 51 7rY. 

DEAR l··1R THGiS - A Folklore Miscellany No . 28  Nov . 1992 . Thi s  is  

published by the Bri tish Folk Studies Forum , and simple as i ts 

production qua1i�ies may be, I 'm very impressed by i t .  Here we 

have the folklore behind the twisted spire at Chesterfield ( in 

the context of which , does anyone knew what happened to the two 

chaps who ran Proj ect El I nternational nearly 20 years ago? ) ,  

some great Photocopylore , and excellent updates of Satanism, 

Stolen Kidneys , Crocodiles and Vampires . £.1 an issue from 

G i llian Bennett ,  28 , Brownsville Road, Stockport , SK4 4PF . 

DELVE No . 7 Another lively mix of UFO and paranormal research and 

anecdotes , with a feature article, ' Below the Surface ' dealing 
with life underground, another about Robert Lazar , progeni tor of 

much of the ' alien conspi racy ' materi al ,  and a feature about 
UFOs and Secret Ai rcraft . Good stuff! $4 fro:n Gene Duplantier ,  

1 7 ,  Shetland Street , \vi l lowdale, Ontario, t··!2i-'! 1X5, Canada . 

EAR1llQUEST f\'E�...S Vol . 2 .  No . 2  
o f  Andy ' s ' The Circlemakers • .  
Leigh-Gn-Sea, Essex ,  SS9 lNF. 

I ' ve covered this one in  the review 

£.2 • .50 from ABC Books , P .O . i3ox 189 , 

EL.S E\\HEN No . 1 3 An unusual and informative piece on [jri tai n '  s 

Haunted .� rfields , On the Trai l of the Demon-Girl,  J apanese 

Monsters , an impressive crossword and more - though I do miss 

the coverage of t ime-travel that Elsewhen was pretty wel l  unique 

in covering . �3 from SUPRA , P .0 .3ox 20173,  i<:eizer, OR 97307-
01 73 ,  U .S . A .  

FAt< CORNER - The Bulletin of Cbscure Research Vol . l .  No .  5 A 
small but fascinating j ournal, seemingly at the conspi racy 

theorism end of the field. Some big names here - Neal Wilgus 

wi th ' MI B - Trilateral Link Revealed ' ,  and an interview wi th 

Robert Anton ��l son. There ' s  also some very informed edi torial 
content , and this one comes with my rec��endati0nl Only �1  
from Obscure Research Labs, P .O.Box 1 5266, Santa Ros a, C� 9 5402 . 

FAR OUT - The Unexpl ained, The Unusual and the Unreal . This is a 
l arge-format news-s tand glos sy from the V . S . A . , whi ch I picked up 
at the Sheffield Conference . Enigma may be s tocking this one . 
I t ' s  the fi rs t is sue, and I haven ' t  seen another si nce, but I 
guess i t ' s  s till publishi ng .  Edi ted by the energetic o\1i l l i am  L .  
f'v1oore , though i t  feigns a certain scepticism and corn.11i tment to 
analys i s ,  it actually presents some rotten m a t e r i al : ' Ki l ler 
Cul ts ' ( Splat ter Day Saints, Krishna H a r i  • • ! -{ari Ki ller ) , UFO 
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Hyb ridization, Hangar 18 , The J ersey Uevi l ,  Los t  Aztec Gold, 
Russian ET Artefacts ,  Ike & Aliens , Area 51 and the res t of i t . 
The magazine UFO research didn' t need, and which I hoped Bill 
P.toore might be above edi ting .  The contact addres s given is 
9171 \vi l shi re Blvd, Sui te 300, Beverly Hills, C<\ 90210, U . S . A .  

FATE �ttGAZINE Now regularly avai lable from Enigma, Fate is a 
consistently worthwhi le read for its  regular columni s ts alone -
J ohn Keel , J erome Cl ark and Jl.·lark Chorvinsky . The articles are 
often more speculative and a lot less disciplined , but anyone 
actively involved in this field should read Fate.  

FLYI I'G SAOCER DIG ES T  No. 1 18/119 Great cover graphics make these 
instantly recognisable.  The content deals with sighting reports 
and related experiences , cryptozoology and more.  Qui te bri ef, 
but worth �3 from UAPA, P .O .Box 347032 , Cleveland, Ohio 441 34 ,  
U.S .A .  

FO.o\.'CTALE N""riWS No .26 An absolute gem - the lead article alone -
' Contemporary Legends About Parisian �·1onuments - The Eiffel 
Tower ' s  Hydraulic J acks and the Pyramid du Louvre ' s  Satanic 
Signi ficance ' - is worth the money. But there ' s  also a fine 
piece on ' The Vanishing Lady ' in media history , The Hildesheim 
Crop Ci rcles , Satanism, death rumours concerning Ernie of the 
Muppets , chi ld abductions and plenty more, including lots of 
recent media references . This  consis tently carries some of the 
best material I see . For a year ' s  sub ,  send a £10 cheque to 
ISO-R, c/o Paul Smith , Dept . of Folklore, l'viemorial University, 
St .J ohn ' s ,  Newfoundland, AlC 557. 

FOLKLORE FRO�TIERS No. 1 7  The study and col lection of ' urban 
legends ' ( which could wel l  be said  to include the whole UFO 
abduction s cenario, cereology and more besides, i f  you wanted to 
look at it  that way ) is beco1ning more and more important . Paul  
Screeton is  an old hand and produces a li terate and wide-ranging 
magazine,  here i ncluding a neat report on the l �CLR Sheffield 
Conference . Es sential reading, particularly at £.5 for 4 issues 
from Paul at 5, Egton Drive, Seaton Carew , Hart lepool , Cleveland 
TS2S. 2AT .  

FORSSIGHT J an-March 1 993 No. l 1 4 .  I t ' s  a good few yea:rs s ince 
I last saw an issue of this one - or si nce I saw that good old 
ad . for the Ros icruci ans featured on the back page . I s  .-\J"'iOrtC 
s t i ll going on in its  own quaint way? There ' s  a lot of reprin­
ted material here, about various fringe science/fringe para­
normal subj ects ,  with a green and cari ng edi torial outlook to 
l i nk the magazine together .  Wil l  certainly appeal  to scxne of 
you out there ! Send £ 1  to J ohn & J udy Barklam, 44 ,  Brockhurst 
Road, Hedge Hi l l ,  B i rm i ngh am  !336 8J B 

F'ORTE.-\N Tif.!SS I ssues 64 , 65 & 66 . Started at a hiQh-poi nt, and 
continues to improve, wi th maj or a r t i c l es and i nves t ig a t ions of 
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the highest standard - literate , original , and �aking a real 
contributi on to our field. The series on hoaxes (particularly 
Al. ternative 3 ) is invaluable ,  and I have much time for the 
historical material . To my great relief, the level of ' freak ' 
content seems to have dropped, and the dependence on drivel like 
the National Enquirer and its pathetic i lk has ended. This  seems 
to be in most decent or imaginative newsagents , or by post for 
only £2 from Fortean Times , 20, Paul Street, Frame, �omerset , 
B.A.ll lDX. 

THE GATE I ssues for Oct . l992 and J an . 1 993.  A great range of 
short but i nformative pieces on various anomalies - spirit 
communication, crop ci rcles , mutilations , Bigfoot , aliens and 

more . $3 from P .O .  Box 4351 6 ,  Richmond Heights , Ohio 44143. 

GHOST TRACKERS NEWSLETTER Oct . 1992 Same quality, first-hand 
investigation reports here , as usual . Tom Perrott ' s  ' The Life 
of a Ghost Researcher ' ,  ' Voices from the Beyond ' ,  ' The Ghosts 
of the Crusades ' ,  good reviews and more. $5 frQ� Dale D .  
Kaczmarek , ·? .O .Box 205, Oaklawn, I L  60454, U.S . A .  

GLOtx:ESTERSHIRE E.ARni MYSTERIES No. l4 Thanks to Edi tor J o-Anne 
Wi lder for s ending me this - beautifully designed and produced , 
and with a provocative and intelligent range of material . For 
guessable reasons I was particularly taken with J o-Anne ' s  
telling review of a lecture by Busty Taylor at Stroud, but the 
features on Gloucs leys , on The Midhurst Triangle , and the 
interview with a Wessex Sceptic are j us t  as good. Impressive ! 
£2 from G . E .f\1 .  P .O .Box 2 .58 ,  Cheltenham, Glos , GL53 aiR 

! �� J ournal No . 67 Oct . l992 I t ' s a couple of years since last 
I saw this title,  and things seem to have improved greatly. The 
editorial comments and news i tems are perceptive , the letters . 
well-chosen, and the features very good. The annipresent Ulrich 
Nag in  offers ' A  Church Alignnent in \Vc>nns , Germany ' , Steven 
Mirach makes an excel lent exploration of ' UF05  reconsidered as a 
Fortean Phenomenon ' ,  plus some fine contemporary items from and 
relating to Charles Fort himself, and more recent case histories . 
Only $4 from I ��. P .O .Box 367, Arlington, VA 2221 0-0367, U . S . A .  

I NS IGHT - Exploring the Occult No . 41 .  A British occult/magick 
magazi ne of long-s tanding , edited for many a long year by 
Ueric J ames . This issue includes contributions from Wi lliam G ray , 
I s rael Regardie & Dion Fortune, and some interesting contact ads 
for individuals and publications . £1 . 50  an issue from D . R .J ames , 
2 5 ,  Calmore Close,  Bournemouth , Dorset , BH8 ONN. 

I �TERN.t..TIO�:U... UFO LI BRAi� Y YLtt:;AZ I NE  Vol . l . No . 3  Thi s  one looks 
great .  Large , 84 pages , glossy,  with an elegant and arty cover ,  
one of the smartes t of the U . S . import s .  I ns ide , the truth 
emerges . There are SO.'lle p r e t t y  deluded UFO i terns - ,.,'end e l le 
.::>tevens wi th ' Reticulian Ext raterres t ri als :.;i sj udged ' , 3ob 
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Oeschler preaching the Gulf Breeze gospel , ' Are You an Al i en 
in Your Own Body? ' ,  'Glyphs in the Grain ' , Rael and more . But 
there ' s also 48� pages of advertising, mostly for the publishers ' 
own products .  I f  anyone still  believes that money i s  not the 
prime motivation behind those who publicise the UFO abduction 
mythos , they ought to take a look at this publication .  �7 wi ll  
b r i ng  you an issue from 1 1 684 Ventura i3lvd, #708 , Studio City,  
CA 9 1 604 ,  U.S .A . 

I �TEKNATIOt<AL UFO REPORTER J uly/August 1 992 The cover and lead 
article here are devoted to U . K . crop ci rcles , so that ' s pretty 
much a waste of space . Otherwise, this issue of one of the very 
best j ournals goes wi ldly in two di rections . The edi torial ,  and 
a Randle/Schmitt article,  · �issing Time ' take apart the claims of 
Gerald ' UFO Crash on the Plains of San Augustin ' ��erson , as 
publicised and accepted by ' researcher'  Stanton Friedman. On the 
other hand, John E . �lack t-i . D . , a psychiatrist who believes in the 
reality of abductions , talks about ' Helping Abductees • ( which I 
doubt he is , in the long run ) , and David A .Gotlib , another psy­
chiatri s t ,  reviews abductions as found in Kenneth Ring ' s  ' Omega 
Proj ect ' , and the sceptical views of Robert A .Baker in ' Hidden 
i'--1emories ' .  Overall , I ' m profoundly grateful that I won ' t be 
needing psychiatric t reatment in �orth America in the foreseeable 
future ! I UR costs $6 an i s sue from CUFOS , 2457, \\es t Peterson 
Avenue , Chicago , l llinois 60659 , t.: . � • .  :. . •  

J OURNAL OF 30RDERLAND RESE..l\ROi Nov - Dec 19 92 . An interesting 
issue ,  as profes sional as ever , with a lead article about the 
fascinating Chaco Canyon - apparently a site of the Anasazi 
civilisation. There ' s  also ' Recording Telluric Signals ' and a 
complex piece, full of maths and musical theory, ' As t ronomical 
Correlations found in Crop Formations ' by Colette M . Dowell . send 
$5 to BSRF, P .O .Box 429 , Garberville,  CA 95.542-0429 , U . S . A .  

K I �URED SPIRIT - The Guide to Personal and Planetary Healing .  
�vinter 1992 . I11ostly the usual acres of glossy advertis ing , and 
the cus tomary half-baked New Age taradiddle ,  but there are same 
lovely illustrations of 1992 crop circles . The accompanying 
article contains a report collected by the proverb i al · F- et er 
G lastonbury whi ch says , in part , "Something invisib l e  was 
pul ling the grass into the centre and plai ting and weaving i t  
into a dense mas s .  After five minutes a pil lar began t o  g row i n  
the centre . I t  was very neat and s o  dense that it  could no t  be 
seen through . It grew to be 9 '  high and 5' thick before it 
s lowly and deliberately moved in a straight line for 100 yards 
towards the second oak tree The column began to sink 
into the ground and spun another ci rcle . I t  did not completely 
disappear . About 5 '  of the column stayed spinni ng wh i le a 
mas sive amount of grass was forced into the t ightly kni tted 
ci rcle the mas s of gras s  formed a ball 40 t o  so fee t 
across and maj estically rolled off in the di rection of Ashburton 
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Alan also noticed that there was an absence of sound , 
as i f  a l l  the surrounding sound was somehow being sucked into the 
column • 

" The article also includes a diagram of a UFO, a 
colour photo { ? )  of an al leged time-shift , and Leoni e Starr 
channe l l i ng  ' beings of light ' .  Ei ther this is garbage of the 
wors t sort , or it ' s  time to rewri te science as we know i t .  
Guess whi ch option I ' m going for !  

'ffiE LEY HUNTER No . 1 1 7  Fol lowing my review in hi.ld P l aces 5, I 
was t reated to a rude letter and , clearly, was knocked off the 
freebies l i s t .  So I bought a copy of thi s is sue from the 

Editor ' s  w i fe at a New Age Fai r recently,  and am unsurprised to 
find that Paul has decided to pri nt lots of materi al supporting 
his Spi r i t  Line ' theory ' , and an article l i nking the genes is of 
Ala:. with voodoo and zombieism . J ust how rational can any one 
magazine be? Sti l l  literate and nicely printed, mind . £7 for 
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3 i ss ues from Empres s ,  P .O . Box 92 , Penzance, Cornwall ,  TR18 2XL . 

LIGHT�� UP ! ( to personal g rowth and planetary s tewardship ) -
Channel led Guidance to Touch your I ntuition. No . S .  Wel l ,  it 
i sn ' t pess imisti c ,  and it  isn ' t dul l !  I ndeed, it ' s  one of the 
most genuine and cheering collections of channelled material I ' ve 
come across , wi th a wide range of contacts and ideas . Give i t  a 
t ry !  $4 . 50  from Box 182, Bronxville, �� 10708, U.S .A .  

LOBSTER No . 23 Bri tain ' s  fines t conspiracy/para-poli tics j ournal , 
edit ed by Robin Rams ay, who wi ll  be wri ting a conspiracy column 
for !.vi ld I ' l aces s tarting wi th the next is sue . It ranges very 
wide , this time with an interes ting twist - two impres sive 
cont r ibutions from the mysterious and confusing Armen Victorian, 
who h as recently put another nai l in the pathetic little coffin 
of the I>U- 12 Documents . Here, he comes up first with a well­
referenced, fascinating ' U . S .  Army I ntel ligence mi nd control 
experiments ' ,  mainly about the use of LSD , often on unwi tting 
subj ect s . More in our line is his review of an aspect of an 
aspect o f  Tim Good ' s ' Alien Liaison ' . Through di rect contact wi th 
a U . s .  Admi ral - with whan Good had only a poor secondhand link -
Vi ctorian establi shes that much of Chapter 10 - re. alien landings 
and techni cal cooperation - has no factual basis whatsoever . This 
is  impo rtant , as is  mos t of what is published in ' Lobs ter ' .  Send 
£2 to Lobs ter, 2 1 4 ,  �vestbourne Avenue , Hull ,  HUS .3J B .  

t·1.�0NI A  October 1 992 _An important issue , this .  Apart from the 
excel lent UFO his torian Hartin Kottmeyer ' s  account of UFO hos ti­
l i t y  i n  the Fifties , and folklorist Thomas E . 3ullard' s continui ng 
s t rugg l e  wi th the reasonableness of abduction reports , there i s  
Dennis Stacy ' s ' Alien Abortions , Avenging Angels ' .  Dennis i s  the 
Edi tor of �!L'FD!\ J ournal ( see below ) ,  and has cl as s . H i s  arti c l e  
i s  o n e  of t h e  mos t coherent attempts at  answering the ' why ' part 
of the Abdu c t i on q ues t i on . I t ' s  complex enough to prevent me 
s urrunari s i ng  it h e r e  - anyway, if you l ike �\'i l d  ! ' l aces , you real l y  

shou ld b e  fami liar wi th l\1agonia at only £1 an issue from J ohn 
Rimme r ,  J ohn Dee Cottage,  5,  J ames Terrace , Mort lake CllUrchyard, 
London, SW14 8HB .  

1'1ERCI AN  1\�YSTERI ES - Alternative Studies of P as t  and Place in the 
'·lidl ands :\lo . 1 3 .  This has j ust gone to A4 format , and is better 
value - and smarter - than eve r .  And I like it the more because 
it doesn ' t  confuse history - with all its fascinations - and the 
New Age ,  which hasn ' t  yet happened, and almost certainly won ' t .  
Bob T rubshaw , the Editor , contributes a lot ; no problem, because 

he writes very wel l .  I ' ll be interested to see wha� e l s e  appears 
about Leices tershire - qui te the leas t mysterious place I ' ve ever 
lived! £ 1 . 75 from Bob Trubshaw, 2 ,  Cross Hill Close,  �yroeswold , 

Loughborough , LS1 2  6UJ . 

MEYN 1'1At·1VRO - Ancient stones and sacred si tes in Cornwall No . 1 9  

I f  you have any affection for the inner heart o f  Cornwall ,  thi s 
is the magazine for you . God knows , earth mysteries hold no 
exci tement for me , but this deals with real events , old and new , 
and is the better for that . There ' s  the absurdity of a born­
again Chris tian farmer uprooting a fine s tanding-s tone because 
he fears , in his ignorance , "pagan practices " .  There ' s  the 
problem of a g reedy owner charging to vis i t  St . Nectan ' s G len . 
There ' s  ' The Folklore of the Fogou' , a 'Guide to I ns cribed 
Stones ' ,  a report on the festival at Harmony Pottery and more . 
A considered and worthwhi le read. £1 . 50  from Cheryl Straffon, 
51 , Carn Bosavern,  St .J us t ,  Penzance, Corfl'oo.•al l .  

TiiE f\1ISSH G L I NK  I ssues J une - October 1992 . A ' quality U .S .  
glos sy that is a worthy exception from the general ru l e  that 
pub l ications about abductions are as committed to profit as to 
genuine res earch . Bles sed with good and original graphics , 
' i'1is sing Link '  covers a wide range of UFO material , with firs t­
hand sighting reports as well as the - now - more common tales 
of i nternal ex�eriences . In the October issue, ' Close Encounter 
in  Rus si a '  deserves a particular mention . At only $3, monthly,  
thi s  is  excel lent value from Galaxus Communi cations , P .0 . 3ox 223 
Lake Hi awatha, NJ 07034 , U . S . A .  

�1UFON UFO JOURNAL Sep & Oct 1 992 A high quality monthly j ournal 
edi ted by Dennis Stacy, always wel l  up wi th the news . The news 
in the September issue is of a claim that has shaken ufology in 
recent months but not , perhaps , sti rred i t  too much . 3udd 
Hopkins , High I'ries t  of the Abductees , has cl aimed that two men . , 
pol 1 ce or C I A, bodyguarding a Famous Person ( seemi ngly Perez de 
Cuel lar , former Secretary-General of the U. J\ . ) , saw a UFO and 
figures abduct a woman ( already a member of one of Hopkins ' 
abductee support groups ! )  frorn a room 12 stories up in New York 
Ci ty.  She remembers the event to a degree . T o  quote Hopki ns 
h ims e l f , "Th e importance of the case can hardly be exaggerated . 
I t  es tab l i shes the phys ical real i ty of the UFO abduction expe r-

21  



i ence and the deceptive behaviour of the UPO occupants at the 
highest l eve l s .  I t  is the s t ronges t evidence yet for the real i ty 
of UFOs ,  thei r occupants , and their prog ram of sys tematic -· 

abduction of human bei ngs . "  

For me , t h e  real importance of Hopki ns ' present ation of this case 

l i es in the s imple fact that he has never ei ther spoken to or met 

any of the three supposed key witnes ses . Al l  communi cation has 

ei ther been by garbled and contradictory l etters , or via the 

s upposed abductee, who cl aims variously to have been kidnapped, 

impri soned , and more and \� rse by the two ' policemen ' , but wil l  

make no offi c i al ccmplaint about the supposedly dreadful - li fe­

th reat e n i ng  - t reatment she has received. Of course ,  seeing as 

the cas e has received carefull y  engineered publi city ,  the pol i ce 

and CIA are no doubt wholly aware of the all egations anyway, but 

know perfect l y  wel l that there is nothi ng  to i nves tigate . Sadly, 

though , it s eems that s everal i ntel l igent and respected i nves ti­

g ators h ave accepted all the c laims as t rue . For me , thi s looks 

l i ke the poi nt when Hopkins steps on the long , s l ippery s lope to 

ridi cu le ,  previous ly t rodden by so many other s . At the end of 

h i s  pie c e  he says that he expects debunkers to subvert the case 
from w i thi n  ufology, and clearly implies that those who do so may 
be "off i c i al ly sanctioned inte l ligence agents . "  I don ' t think 
t h i s  combi nat i on of paranoi a and self-delusion wi l l  actual ly 
conv i nce anyone who h as ret ai ned the capaci ty for rational thought ,  
and who i s  not s t rung out on the need to beli eve . rtead this is sue 

of t•1UFON J ou rnal , and anyth i ng  else you s ee about this case -
the ' vi c t im ' ' s  n��e is g i ven as ei ther Linda Cor t i l e  or Linda 
Napoli t ano - as i t  w i l l  become one of the t u r ni ng-points of 
u folog y .  Think about it every t ime you feel tempted to 
b el i eve in anythi ng  else deriving from Hopk i ns ' work over the 
past doz e n  years or so : most of the Abduction fvJythos does . I 
g a ther that Hopki ns wi l l  be at the Sheffield Conference this 
summer . I think he needs to be chal lenged comprehens ively . I 

c an feel a t rain t i cket coming on 
You cou ldn ' t  find a better use for 43 than s ending it to MUFON 
UFO J ou rnal , 103, OldtownE Road ,  Segui n ,  TX 781 55-4099 , U . S .A .  

nlE NE\� J ERSEY (1'1UFON) UFO 0-IROJ\'I QS J ul yjAug . 1992 The usual 
l ively mix of leading edge ( specul ative ) ufolog y ,  again wi th a 
feature about the ' Li nda Cort i le ' case mentioned above . $3 
from P . O . Box 6103, �orth Brunswi ck , NJ 08902 ,  U . S .A . 

NEWS LOCLM - I\ews & Views of the F-aranorma1 Autumn 1992 . Edi ted 
by deryl :·Jercer - a prominent human i s t  down here - this is a 
good, di s cursive mix of s hort art i cles , and a l ot of reader i nput 
and di s cu s s i on, w i th i tems incl udi ng Fai ri es & Elves , Rudolf 
S t ei ne r  and Crop Ci rc l es . £1 from 1 .A..'Tlher ' ,  Short Cross i�oad , 
:- Jaunt H awke , :\r . Truro , Cornv.•al l ,  T�4 8C.A . 

2 2  

TI-iE !'{)Al-i' S ARK SOCIETY NEWSLETTER - monthly . You ' 11 f i nd out 
more about the content of this one in this i s s ue ' s  Ta1king to 
S t range rs . This is now smar t l y  produced , and avai labl e  for £1  
an i s � ue from the NAS ,  S t reet Farmhouse ,  Sco l e ,  Diss , No r folk . 

NORTHERN UFO NEWS I s s ues 1 56 ,  1 57 ,  1 58 .  Apart f rom a sound 
col l ect ion of sigh t i ng  and i nves tigation reports , thi s is always 
very s t rong on current events in ufology , and on medi a mat t e rs . 
�ot s u rpr i s i ng l y ,  because J enny Randles , the edi tor, is much our 
bes t represent ative to the medi a .  Howeve r ,  I ' m a li t t l e  mys ti f i ed 
as to why space is bei ng  regularly given to the s t range ramb l i ngs 
of r�obe rt France , a l e ader of the ' new pi lg rims ' I mentioned i n  
T;·Jf- 5. "\<Je continue o u r  look a t  t h e  contactee and abduct ee w i t h  
t h e  magickal grades . \vi thin them there is the rank or high adept 

He can c reate an obj ect and through ri tual and the 
manipu l ation o f  wi l l  draw thi s  form into the three-dimens i onal 
real i ty of the world in the manner of a con t roll ed form o f  appor­
t ation • • • tVhy should there not be a ' magi ckal ' content to 
the UFO/al ien phenomenon? There is a mass of c i rcums tanc i al 
evidence which points to i ts origin being ess entially mag i ckal 
r ather than extraterres t r i al " And so on. More words 
th an meani ng ,  I ' d say .  P erhaps the aliens have imol anted a 
m i nute but fatally flawed Thes aurus , or maybe :'-1r F�ance is part 
of Ash t ar Command ,  and s ends those wretchedly dul l ,  word-choked 
mes s ages to channellers? l·ve shal l see . r-.'UFON is £1 . 25 an is sue 
from J enny Ran<Ues , 37, Heathbank Road , Cheadle Heath stockport 
Chesh i r e ,  SK3 OUP . 

� ' 

OCULAR - The J ournal of Occul t-f · aganism & Hol i s t i cs . No . 4  New to 

�e ,  this h as � defini te touch of clas s . St riki ng lv i l lu s t rated , 
1 t  covers a w1de range of pagan/occult i ss ues , from G ai a  and Holy 
!.\Tel l s  at the ' soft ' end ,  to cont ributions from Chris Bray and 
8avid Aus ten ( of the Temple of Set ) at the oth e r . :.�el l  worth a 
t r� a� £2 from Les l ey \.vi lki nson , Rosewood Cot t age, Lang toft , 
Dr1 ff 1 e l d ,  Eas t Yorks , Y02 5 OTQ . 

ORBITER Sep/Oct 1992 No . 36 I nval uable as usual , thi s  h as 
one particul arly important feature . Th is concerns the 
s upposed role of Sher i ff George �u lcox in the Roswel l Affai r 
pu tting fu rther pres s u re on the veraci ty of those suppo rt i ng

' 

the ' ?rashed saucer ' theories . There is p l enty more £i ne 
mater1al here - t ry sendi ng  some us eful exchange items or 
maybe even money to J im r-1elescu i c ,  P . O . Box 652 , Readi� , 
MA 01867, U . S .A . 

� �v
.

& Dec 1992 News letter of the Phenomenon Research 
As soc1 at1on . I h aven ' t  s een thi s  one before but Cmar F 1 
th ed .  t . 

' ow e r ,  

� .
1 or , �s one of the corners tones of British ufol ogy .  

Th1 s  �s a
.

fa1 r ly brief magazine ,  wi th a UFO bias , but I ' m 
sure � t w1 l l  develop . Unpri ced , but t ry £1 to· amar rowl e r , 
1 2 ,  T1 l ton G rove ,  Ki rk H a l l am ,  I lkes ton, Derbys , DE7 4G R .  
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PJX;AN NEWS - �1any Voices , One Spi ri t . l'oo . 35 Bi-monthly now , 

th i s  i s  an unus ual l y  serious/mains t rea� issue , with only 

l i � i t ed amounts o f  t h e  i nc i s ive z ani nes s I h ave come to depend 

on . i · roh ab l y  ;:> roves l '  :n no t  a }J agan , o r  ?erhaps I ' d  fin<.l 

articles about the pineal gland , :::>acred Queens and the tvlagical 

I nfluence of Rocks more interes ting l Still well  worth having -

£. 1 . 50 from Phoenix Publications , P .O . Box 196, London, �<JCl 20Y . 

PSGASUS - Journal of the Surrey I nves tigation Group on Aerial 

Phenomena. I think Omar Fowler was editing this  title las t  

time I saw it  - now  i t ' s  in the apparently capable hands o f  one 

Gordon �1illington. A good variety of views here - ' UFO  Abduc­

tion Phenomena and Temporary Schizophrenia ' by Roland M .Horn ,  

Jimmy Goddard recalling a SIGAP/BUFOKA skywatch , and the edi tor 

wi th ' f- ictograms - The :-1eaning and the �-Iess age ' . :\ good effort 

all round : £. 1 . 2 5  from Gordon t-li llington, 1 2 6 ,  Grange Road , 

Gui ldford , Surrey , GL2 6QP .  

PENDR!(;ON :-..'os . 2� � & 23 Eddie Tooke becomes the first edi tor to 

review my Visions of Bowmen and .�els - thanks for the kind 

words l No . 23 has a fine idea - various writers dealing with 

their concept of ' \.,.'hat r'Ierlin l'-1eans to l\·Ie ' . This  works well 

because 1\ierlin is such a strong and many-layered characte r ,  and 

the concept is neatl y  rounded off by ' �Vhat Mankind Means to i'v1e '  

b y  �erlinl  There ' s  always a nice spark o f  life to Fendragon 

£1 . 50  an issue from Sddie Tooke, cjo The \�i te House ,  Fleet 
Lane , TWyning ,  Glos , GL20 6LG . 

PERCEPTIONS Issues 1 & 2 .  A smart , if  at this s tage rather 
br1ef, n1cely presented monthly from Texas . I t  comes from a 
culture where psychic  ski lls are an accepted part of the pattern 
o f  life,  and there is little sceptical , or even obj ective here . 
t�onetheless , a bright start - send $3 to Kathryn Adams Osburn,  
D & K Publishing ,  F .C . 3ox 9019 , i'- lai l .:)tation # 114 ,  Lewi svi lle,  
T:{ 75067 , U . S . A .  

PSI REVIEW Summer 1992 This Cal ifornian magazine makes an 
excellent contribution to the field. This issue offers a range 
of ghosts , crop ci rcles in Kansas , Spirit  Guides , and some more 
formal parapsychological material , all presented in a manner 
both intelligent and approachable . Send $7 to Florence A .Trouche 
F .0 . 3ox 4123,  Santa Barbara, CA 93140 ,  U. S . A .  

PSYCHIC READER October 1992 Everything you ' ve ever heard 
about kooky Californians and thei r beliefs is encapsulated 
here.  P.ublished in newspaper format , high quality, with 20 
l arge pages , this is a dazz ling collection of articles , 
features , news and ads covering activi ties of all kinds in 
the area - channelling ,  healing , transformation ,  meditation 
and far more , plus some intriguing UFO content . Try sending 
$4 to Dej a Vu Publishing Co . ,  95,  Belvedere Street , San 
Rafael , CA 94901 , U . S . A .  
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QUEST No.91 Sep. 1992 I remember buying the very first 
issue of ' Quest ' ,  back when I had hair ,  and could s ee my 
f�et more e�sily!  I t ' s  an appeali ng ,  very Bri tish  pagan/ 
w1cca magaz1ne,  well-written and genuinely conuni tted to the 
caring and concerned lifes tyle that many feel has more to do 
wi th paganism than aggres sive s elf-righteousness .  The 
articles are good, the contacts invaluable,  and there are 
courses available which I have reason to believe wil l  be 

�xcellent . 1 would commend ' Ques t '  to anybody at £1 . 50  an 
1ssue fra..'ll BQ.J-SQ Ques t ,  London, \·JC1N 3Y'"..A . 

SAUCER SMEAR Ufology ' s  answer to Private Eye , only I think it 
gets

.
the fac�s right more often l An invaluable source of news .an� 1nformat1on from a man often hailed as one of the G reat 

��1 te 3rotherh�d
1
of ufologis�s ( if I keep this  up,  he might 

g1ve us a ment1on . ) A love-g1 ft of $2 or so an issue should 
se�ure your future understanding of what is really ( probably) 
go1 ng on from P .O.Box 1 709 ,  Key h'est ,  Florida 33041 , u. S . A .  

1HE SCIENTIFIC AND MEDICAL NET\\ORK NEWSLETTER No .  50 .  A las t  
minute �rrival , s o  I don ' t have time t o  read it  properly . I t  
loo�s l1ke an :xcellent m i x  o f  features , correspondence and 
rev1ew: ,

.
cover1ng the usual areas of phi losophy , religion,  

esoter1c1sm and transformation� Write for further information 
to Lesser Halings , Ti lehouse Lane , Denham ,  Uxl..>ridge ;-.iiddlesex 
U39 SJ..x:; . 

' ' ' 

SHAVE�RON - The Only Source of Post-Oeluge Shaveriana . No . 28 S�et�mes I have a really good feeling about a magazine ,  and 
th1s

.
1s  �ne of those .  You ' ll remember that Richard Shaver,  with �

-
fa1r b1t of help from Ray Palmer , was the mind behind the 

Shaver :'vly: te�y' , c�ncerning races of beings living beneath the 
earth . Th1s 1s a �1terate, cool-headed but somehow affectionate 
look at �hat �ate�1 al an� i ts spin-offs , and I ' m sure that many 
of you w1 ll f1nd 1 t  fasc1nating . f6 from Richard Toronto p o 
Box 5237,  �apa, CA 94581,  U . S . A . 

' • •  

Tiffi SKEPTIC J uly/Aug & Sep/Oct 1992 . Despi te i ts links with 
the unpleasant and unscientific CS I Cao in the U s  � Th Sk t '  

t · 

• . r, . ,  e ep 1 c  
con 1 nues to make sound and intell igent criticisms o f  many 
reports of anomalous pow d h · 

1 
ers an P enomena . I was 1mpressed by a 

A 
ong t��parter spread across these is sues , ' Physics in the New 

T
?e - ould New Agers appropriate aspects of modern physics? ' by 

I
1m Ax�ni

l 
I
h

understand little of phys ics , ancient or modern
. 

but 
. 

can e t at
.
the only link between chaos magic and chaos �heory 

1s almos t certa1nly the word ' chaos ' And h ' l  f 1 
m y look 

• · w 1 e r ac t a  geomet ry 
':' great on a poster,  it has no more to do with t r ansforma t l o

l
� t�a

l
n
l .

that young lady tennis player s cratching her bottom who 
so c m1 1ons of pos ters a f · · 

' 
e� years ago . Ser1ous l y  thi s  i s  a 

very aood arti cle d . . ' 
---- - . ' an you won ' t be d1 s appo1 nted i f  you S Pnd [2 
for each 1s�ue to The �i<er•t i c , F- . u . �ox 4 7 :::: , ' � --' . · ianches t e r ,  r ;oo 2TH . 
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TI-ffi STAR BEA<X>N Oct � !)ec 1992 ' Earth �tar ' s  t-'lonthly News­
l e t t er . ' Some fas ci nat i ng  UFO s i gh t i ng  & contactee materi al 
in both thes e  i s s ues : unusual ly fresh and fi rs t-hand . J\ ni ce , 
neat monthly at $2 an i s s ue from Earth Star Publ i cations , 
f' .O . Hox 1 17, P aoni a ,  CO 81428 , U . S . A .  

STRAI'GE PHEJC.mNA INVESTIGATION; - ENIGMAS Nov/Dec 1992 . A 

p ar t i cu l arly good and vari ed i s sue of this Scottish-bas ed 
magaz i ne . I was sorry not to have had the chance to speak to 
edi tor t-·!alcolm Robinson properly at the Sheffield Conference 
- of whi ch  there is a good account here . Steuart Campbell , 
always keen to expl ai n  away anyth i ng  he s ees as uns ci ent i fi c ,  
has a good t ry wi th t h e  ' Dance o f  the Sun ' a t  Fatima i n  1917,  
conc luding that a remarkably r are cloud o f  remarkably rare 
dus t happened, yet more remarkably, to pass across the Cova da 
I ri a  at the very t ime that the chi ld visionaries had predi cted 
- weeks before - that a v i sion of the V i rg i n  t-1ary would occur . 
I t  is n ' t  a bad explanation, though not as good as Guy P l ayfai r ' s ,  
but I don ' t  think that any natural event , however unlikel y ,  and 
however rare , can account for reports made by thousands of thos e 
pres ent , but certainly not made by thousands of others , who seem 
to h ave s een nothing ext;;ordi nary . There ' s  mas s es more here 
for £2 from 41 , The Braes , Tul libody, Clackmannanshi re , FK10 2TT. 

THE UFO DEBATE October 1992 . Th is has developed a clear 
character now . There are s t i l l  i nteres ting arti cles on more 
general i s s ues of ufology, but the approach and ideas of the 
res earcher C live Pot ter and researcher/inves tigator/prophet 
Robert F r ance hold S\vay . In particular , Robert France plugs the 
work of h i s  research proj ect ' Pendragon ' , i nves tigating what he 
cal l s  ' Artifici al I ntelligences ' .  It seems that these A . I . ' s may 
solve the mys te ri es of UFO enti t y  experiences , religious vis ions 
and Spi r i tual i sm . l.\Tel l ,  i t ' s  a though t .  £.1 . 40 from edi tor :)avid 
Barc l ay ,  46, F rospect ',\'alk , Sh ipl ey , �'.1es t Yorkshi re , BD18 2L!< . 

UFO 1'1/GAZINE ( the Yorkshire one ) Sep /Oct 1992 I know that many 
ufol og i s ts don ' t  approve of YUFOS and thei r bel i ef-bas ed , 
m arket i ng-oriented approach to what are often thi n  and unbelie­
v able s tories . On the other h and though, the magazine i s  lively 
and engag i ng , and I enj oy i t .  Leaving asi de the l ates t UFO 
crashes , and the rot t en ' Linda Cor t i le ' abduction, there is one 
potenti al ly important s tory . This comes from the pen of Armen 
Vi ctori an, a man of many al i as es , and maybe contradi ctory i nter­
es ts . However, he here picks up one of the inherent weakness es i n  
the l'U- 12 s tory ( involving the h ighest echelons o f  the U . S .  govern­
ment in cooperat i on w i th l i vi ng ,  earth-dwelling aliens ) ,  and he 
vJidens i t  to a chasm . I f  the source , and !vlr Victorian ' s  reported 
cont act with the source are credible, then a number of the fore­
mos t U . S . i nves t i gators are s hown to be i neffective to the point 
o f  bei ng completely m i s l eadi ng .  From "''hat I know of some other 
areas of Hr Victor i an ' s  work , he � s eem to have th e commi tment 
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to research , the rang e ,  and the methodology to have probably got 
t h i s  one right . You should read this pi ece . L2 an i s s ue from 
Quest Pub l i cations I nternational Ltd, 1 8 ,  H ardy Meadow s , G ras s­
i ng ton , Skipton , North Yorksh i re, 3�23 5LR 

UNlCUS - The magazine for Earthbound Extraterres tri als . Vol . 2 .  
No.2. PresumiJY) the t i tle isn' t connected wi th the Colin AndrE-ws 
i nterview, I must say that this is a fascinati ng  magazine . Good 

quali ty, large format , i t  covers the extremes of our s ubj ect i n  
s om e  s tyl e .  t·Vhere e l s e  could you find features like , ' Ancient 

Egyptian Ci ty in the G rand Canyon ' , ' Dolphins Among Us ' ,  ' Earth 

dui l t  Alien Ships ' ,  ' Lo s t  Land of the Li zard P eople ' ( unde r L . A . ! )  
and 'J esus a . k .  a .  I nunanuel 1 •  $7 from Uni cus , 1 142 :·1anh attan 
Ave , Suite 43, :'-lanhat tan Beach , CA 90266, U . S . A . 

VOICES FRCM SP IRIT November 1992 This U . S . Spiri t i s t  m�.ga7. i ne 
is always chal leng i ng  and origi nal . Thi s  i ss ue has an 

i ntervi ew with the Spi rit of the Comte de Sai nt-G erma i n ,  and 
other intrigu i ng  i t ems . Send $2 for a couple of is sues from 
P .O . Box 5104 , El l sworth, HE 04605, U . S .A . 

�\OJD & WATER �vi nter 92/93.  Th i s  i s  a n  inte l l igent mag az i ne 
for ,  I gues s ,  moderate but l i terate pagans . Thi s  i s s ue ,  and 
the las t ,  have some very good material on the Satani c Abus e  
Debate , f r om  a much l es s  defens ive s t andpoint �han w e  may be 

�ccustomed to . Sens ible, I reckon - there �· satani s ts , and 
1 t ' s  pretty unlikely they ' re going to be the sort o! people 
you 1 d t rus t your kids with . Other good material , too . Only 
£.1 from Daniel Cohen, 77, Parli ament Hi l l ,  London, �\v3 2TH. 

\.\DRLD UFO JOURNAL No . l .  Compi led by Edward Harri s ,  who edi ts 
Cosmology News l i nk ,  t h i s  has ·  i tems on r<oswel l ,  cras�ed UF'Os , and much more . !'·!os t are reprin t ed from other sources . £.1 . so 
from 16, Newton G reen ,  Great Dunnow , Es sex ,  C-16 lDV. 
�tLD YOU BELIEVE? The Controvers i al Phenomenon Magazine . J\o . 42  
Always a good read ,  thi s  has a cover and features about Howard 
:·1enger , and plenty of other unus ual pi eces , mos tly wel l-chosen 
reprints from the F i f t i es and Sixt i es . $5 an i s s ue from Armand 
A . Laprade , HC80, Bvx 1 56 ,  �1ars h al l ,  .o\rkans as 726.50 , u . s . ,'\ . 
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Purther thoughts on censorhip, from Cathe r i ne G roves , Edi tor 
of the Ch ri s tian - New Age Quarterly { see News from the Front 
for pub l i cation det ai ls ) .  

Censorship and Belief 
by Catherine Groves 
A s  I s ee i t ,  censorship - a t  leas t i n  the formal , legal s ense -
does not rea l l y  des cribe the actions of most pub l i s hers when 
they rej ect materi al or edi t a manuscript . I n  a society where 
there is l i t t le s tate regulation of the pres s ,  and anyone is 
free to publ i sh what they wish , it i s  hardly censorship to 
rej e c t  materi al . Obvious ly, if a pub l i s her provides the finan­
ci al means and know-how to support a fo�� of ideas , that 
publ i sher has the right to choose what he wi l l  or will not put 
his bucks beh i nd . 

But l eaving the formal , legal s ense behi nd ,  i t  does get more 
del icate in certain areas of publishing . For example ,  if a 
j ou rnal i s  devoted to s cholarly enqui zy into , say, Biblical 
his to ri c i ty and - wh i le g ranting the veracity of the method of 
t rans l a t i on and materi al - rej ects an otherwise sound s tndy of 
the 0ead ::.ea Scrolls , s i mply because the content of the s crol l s  
con t r as t s  wi th t h e  phi losophi cal prem i s e  of t h e  pub l i s h e r ,  wel l ,  
that may b e  a t rue cas e  o f  censorship e But should the s ame 
pi ece be s ubmi t t ed to an inspi rational magaz i ne ,  there is no 

censo rs h ip s hould the piece be rej ected .  An author may wish to 
th i nk h e  i s  being censored i n  such an i ns tance ,  but the real i ty 
is he s imply submi t ted to an unlikely forum for h i s  work . 

Edi t i ng is one of those areas where ques tions of censors h ip are 
mos t l ikely to ari s e .  Take , for examp l e ,  my own periodi cal , 
Chris t i an - New Age Quarterly .  Because my readership is com­
p r i s ed of both t radi tional Chris t ians and New Agers , and i s  
dedi cated t o  di alogue between �he two , an author real ly needs to 
be s e ns i t i ve to the wide range of viewpoi nts our readers hol d .  
S l s e  he ' l l be speaking to a portion of o u r  readers onl y ,  los i ng  
o r  al ienat ing the res t .  Our wri ter ' s guide l i nes clearly advi s e  
agai ns t a patroni s i ng  s tyle and i ns t ruct wri ters to "own your 
own unders tandi ng . "  

For obvious reasons , I prefer thos e  es says that offer opinions as 
opini ons rat her than confus i ng belief wi th fact . t·los t of the 
auth o rs who subm i t  here are more than wi l l i ng to comp l y .  But 
every once in awh i l e ,  whenever one deals wi th religious or spi r i t­
ual bel i e f ,  the l i ne between bel ief and fact becomes very muddy 
i ndeed. 
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For example , i n  the context of a dialogue between Chri s ti ans and 
;";ew ,\gers a s t atement s uch as "J esus Ch ri s t  is Lord and S av i ou r" 
( o r , to offer a t i ckl i sh , 'ew Age vari ety of the s ame s o r t  of 
s tatement , "We are al l one" ) is not a fact univers al ly accept ed by 
al l ou r reade rs . Hence , I would much prefer i t  if a wri ter were 
to exp res s a s t atement like that along the lines of, "I be l i eve 

J es us Ch ris t i s  Lord and Saviour" . That much is obvious . 

But not so fas t . I t ' s  not that eas y .  A Ch ristian who bel i eves 
J es us Ch ri s t  is Lord and Saviour genera l l y  does not mean t h at as a 

s t atement of be l i e f ,  j us t  as a New Ager who bel i eves the moni s t i c  
"All i s  One" does not mean that as an opi nion . I s  i t  cens o rs h ip 
to ask them to rev i s e  such a s t atement i nto " I  be l i eve • "? 
ll.!aybe . Sor t  of . Somet imes . 

Let me put i t  t h i s  way . '.•ih i le there is very li t t le al teration in 
meani ng ,  for al l i ntents and purposes , between my stati ng ,  '7he 
wal l s  of this room are ye l l ow" and "I be l i eve the wal l s  of th i s  
room are yel low , "  there i s  no way i n  no rmal conversation I would 
s ay the latter . No .  To me , real ity is that the wal ls of t h i s  . 
room are yel low . I t ' s  not a s t at��ent of opi nion or bel i ef . I t ' s  
a fac� I n  my m i nd i t  i s  j us t  as much of a fact as "J esus Ch r i s t 
is Lord and S aviour" is for many Christians or "Al l is One" i s  for 
many New Agers . 

As an edi tor , I have to be extremely sens i tive not j us t  to the 
bel i efs of my readers , but also to the nuances of fact and bel i ef 
in the eyes of my wri ters . And some days , wi th some writers , the 
del icacy of the l i ne between effectual , albe i t  uni ntentional , 
censorship and good edi ting is extreme . 

· 

Often what is s een as censorship is s impl y  cul tural pe rspect i ve .  
I thi nk o f  Les l i e  P ri ce ' s example o f  the t rans lation of the Bibl e .  
He ' s  right that the Bible i s  a fertile field for one generat ion 
readi ng their assump tions i nto thei r trans l at ions . whi le I wouldn ' t  
ca l l  i t  cens orship , the t ex t  s t i l l  comes out swayed . Cne con t em­
porary example of this is the NRSV ,  a trans lat ion which perhaps 
deservedly has received, in some ci rcles , the dub , "the pol i ti c a l ly 
correct vers ion . "  I n  an at tempt to gender-neut rali ze the 3ib le ,  
pronouns which were supposedly meant i n  the G reek to refer t o  both 
men and women, but for centuries have reflected the now un-popular 
male universal when converted into Engl i s h , h ave been expanded to 
i nc lude male and femal e .  

The prob l em , o f  cours e ,  i s  that Eng l i sh h as no gender neu t r al thi rd 
pe rs on s i ngular . So , the t rans lators have rendered si ngul a r s  as 
plurals in p l aces . h'hich leads to some m ighty humorous and ungai nly 
convers ions . One ripsnort i ng  i nstance of such is Luke 2 . 23 which 
reads in the NRSV , " I f  any want to become my followers , let them 
deny thems elves and take up thei r cros s dai ly and follow me . "  As 
Robert M .Price a 3ible s chol a r ,  frequent C-NAQ contributor and 
general genius - h as pointed out ,  thi s  leads to a picturesque vis ion 
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of a bos t of Li l l iput i ans lugging one humongous cross on thei r backs . 
One fears to think what future generations of li teralists wi l l  do 
wi th this one ! t-1akes the mind boggle . But the poi nt i s  that i n  
t ryi ng t o  set s t raight pas t t r ans lation prob lems , one often creates 
a whol e  new set of bloopers - and that exact ly because of the 
cultu ral preferences of well-intentioned translators . 

But i t ' s  h ardly a new problem . One s ees the s ame process at work 
i n  the text i tself. As scholars and mos t  of the rest of us know , 
Matthew and Luke did not arrive at thei r gospels in a voi d .  They 
worked i ndependently of each other , off two of the s ame sources , 
t-lark and a s ayings document we no longer h ave , which i s  referred to 
as Q. By s tudying the ways they different l y  rendered r.·tark and Q , 
we can s ee thei r clear preconceptions read i nto the text . t-1ost 
s chol ars g r ant that Luke was to a greater degree fai thful i n  his 
rende r i ng  of the Q s aying which appears at 14 :26 :  " I f  anyone comes 
to me and does not h ate h i s  father and mother " \'.hat does 
l\1at the'"' do wi th i t? At 10 : 37 of !>1atthew ' s  gospel we read , "He who 
l oves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me . "  We can 
almos t s ee :-1atthew ' s whee l s  spinni ng here , "Hey , J esus , you 
couldn ' t  have meant that ! "  

\ve can hear Matthew muttering a simi l ar sentiment a t  his 19 : 9 ,  
"And I s ay to you , that whoever puts away h i s  wife ,  except for 
immor a l i ty , and marr i es another , commits adultery . "  Now here we 
do have the s tatement as recorded in r>1ark 10 : 11 - and let ' s  
remember that i•tatthew worked off Mark ' s text - "And he s ai d  to 
them ,  "Whoever puts away his wi fe and marries another, commi ts 
adul te ry agai nst her . "  Unles s someone sanewhere down the l i ne 
edi ted r�� a rk ' s gospel ( and we have plenty of ins t ances of that i n  
his tory ) w e  can fai r l y  conclude that l\latthew was not opposed to 
modi fy i ng  what he took to be the s ayings of J es us : Seems no-one 
is exempt from a bi t of edi t i ng  here and there ! 

�"' ' I don ' t think any of thi s  is censorship , per se. I t ' s  a 
mess , to be s ure , but not exactly censorship for most of this k i nd 
of thi ng  h appens when someone hopes to clar i fy what he fears wi l l  
be otherwi se misunders tood in the eyes of the reader . 

And cens or s h ip can be much in the eyes of the beholder . Authors 
1·:i 11 oft en s c ream censorship when i nstead they migh t be more 
seriou s l y  considering how to s t rengthen the i r  work or s tyle . 
Recent l y  I recei ved one of those borderline submiss ions here - one 
that h ad pretty int riguing ideas but was so poor ly expres sed that 
it needed maj or help both s t ructural l y  and s tyl i s ti cal l y .  I t  was 

tempti ng  to j ust rej ect it out righ t . But i ns t ead I sugges ted .,..·ay5 
of revis i o n .  I ' ve worked w i th thi s  author before and know t h a t  any 

s ugges t i on J make wi l l  be ques tioned as to my motive .  The author 
in ques t i on immedi ately sugges ts censors h ip no matter that his work 
i s , as he submi ts i t ,  so at odds wi th our gui de l i nes as to s e l f­
excl ude i ts e l f  from Chri s t i an - New Age Quarterly . :.; iinpl y , h i s  
wo rk reads l ike a harangue, di sj oi nted i n  ph ras i ng , hos t i l e and 

snide to both Christi an and New Age worldviews , and so ut terly 

condes cendi ng in i t s  over-intel l ectua l i s ing that i t  j us t  \�n ' t  fly 

in our crowd. After a couple of agoni s i ng  revi sions where each 

and every s ugges t ion I made would spark h i s  anger and content ion -

and often be ent i rely di smissed - we arrived at a piece I figured 
I could pub l i sh . I was all ready to accept it unt i l  
He commented that he couldn ' t wai t for saneone to call him 
a heretic in print so he could sue the party for libel . \<Jhoa t  
The author writes i n  a s tyle which thinly veiled his contempt of 
Ch ris ti ani ty, with controvers i al ideas all over the place , and 
he ' s  p l anning to s ue if someone uses a thought less word in respons e? 

1 'ow I run a pretty loose and uncens ored ' Letters to the Edi tor ' 
column . \Vh i l e  I do requi re some common s ense s tandards for regul ar 
arti c l es and es says , I ' m much more flexible when i t  comes to 
"Let ters " .  

When I poi nted out that I print al l sorts of comments i n  C-NAQ , and 
that I was not exac t l y  pl eased that he might sue same poor s chrnuck 
who writes a letter of comment ,  the author had the gal l to ask i f  
h e  could preview any neg ati ve response to his work before I 
pub l i shed i t .  \<Jhen I s ai d  no ,  he wi thdrew his manuscript to my 
sheer and utter rel i ef .  

Of course the s tory does n ' t s top th ere . This week I did re­
ceive a l etter of respons e ,  J.n whi ch the ' h ' word was used ,  to 
a piece from the s ame author 1 had previous ly pub l i shed . \•h i l e  
t h e  l etter wri ter d i d  not cal l  hi� a heretic , he d i d  w r i t e  that 
oth e rs migh t . ·.,:oul d that be enough to t rigger the author to 
sue? ::>amned if I knm,.: . I t  certai n l y  would be a frivolous l aw­
sui t , one sure to be thrown out of court , but whi l e  I migh t 
mys e l f  be happy to face the j udge on thi s one ,  dare I put the 
w r i t er of that l etter in such a po si t i on? I ' ve not deci ded what 
I ' l l do i n  this i ns tance . 3u t the ques t ion ari ses : who i s  
cens o r i ng who-:' 

I n  the meant ime , author of s ai d manus cript nov.• wants to res ubmi t 

the manuscript he wi thdrew ,  real i s i ng , I surmi s e ,  that he rnanagec 
to cut off h i s  nose to spi te h i s  face . .4.t th is poi nt , I am not 
about to accept i t .  Hut is that cens orsh ip'? 

:! nt eres t i ng l y  enou�h , this :i s  the k i nd of ' behi nd the scenes ' 
thing th at readers of a periodical do not see . out i t  di rectly 
affects what they read , and often the l abel ' censorship ' does 
nore h arm than good , s i nce i t s eems f r equen t l y  and bl anke t l y  
appl i ed to a hos t o f  very del i cate and mind-s t retch i ng ques tions , 
, .. ,h i ch real ly need to be eva luated cas e by case , i ns tance by 
i ns t ance . P..s Les l i e  r · rice ' s  art i cl e  s ugges ts , i t ' s  oftem much 
�ore of a g rey area than a bl ack or wh i t e  t ype of th i ng . �ut ] 
t. h i nk i t ' s  an i s s ue edi tors work w i t!-: , s u :.:n. l y  or overt l y ,  at 
every s t age of pub l i s h i ng .  
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C ros s Ta l k  
Fi rs tl y ,  I mus t mention the sudden appearance in the more right­
w i ng  Ol r i s ti an bookshops of a range of books about clearing debt 
and s ecuring weal th . The ' give me $10 and the Lord wi l l  return 
it to you ten-fol d '  sort of mini s t ry h as , of cours e ,  been around 
for s ome t ime , but these works - with hard-sell covers - bui ld 
from that pri nciple . The idea s eems to be that God ( yes , the 
Fundamental i s t  Ch r i s t i an one , not the others ) wants those who 
fol l ow h im not onl y  to be free of debt , but actual l y to be b e t ter­
of f ,  i n  purely material terms , than non-b e l i evers . I n  that there 
is only a fini te amount of weal th around , I can only concl ude that 
if God ( yes , that one ) is going to give to those who have chos en 
h im ,  He ' s  going to h ave to take from others . Looks l ike they ' ve 
not only sold the tv:ount to the highes t bidder , bu t they ' ve pub l i c l y  
bu rned t h e  Sermon , too .  

i�l s ewhere , Alpha magaz i ne for J an . l993 agoni s ed ove r the conti nued 
occu r rence of mi racles , and the continued exi s tence of Hel l . As 
th i s  decade proceeds , the sharp end of '.'v'es t e r n Chri s t i ani ty t u r ns 

ev£ r more readi ly to bel i ef uni nformed s ave by Sc r ipture , repl acing 
the S i shop of :)Urha.'ll-,s tyle ' les s-than-di v i ne '  theori s i ng of the 
�event i es and Eigh t i es w 

For > " i racles a continuous - if very fragmented - hi story of healing 
i s  t raced . from the Book of· :\cts to Oral :<oberts , via Catherine of 

::::i ena and G eorge Fox . '.my God is so spari ng i n  h i s  use of channels 
for hea l i ng  - in both t ime and space - is not clear . .-k tual l y ,  the 
spars i ty of r epor ts seems to argue more for a r are and renarkab l e 
hlli�an- based t alent rather than one as soci ated wi th any omni s ci ent , 
anc cont i nuous , dei ty. 

:\s t o  H e l l ,  t h e  pub l i shers of Alpha a r e  more ci rcumspec t , t rying to 
di ffe rent i at e  between the concepts ( as a puni sh;nent for s i nners and 
unbel ievers ) of retrievable sufferi ng ,  annihil ation, and eternal 
pain and h el l fi re .  The Book of Hevelat i on ,  not known fo r givi ng the 
concept of a l oving God much of a boos t ,  pres ents g reat problems , 
and is interp reted l es s  li teral ly than is usual here . ()verc-.1 1 ,  th 
' marketing ' e l ement among preachers and theologi ans gai ns the uppe r 

hand , u nwi l li ng  to frighten off potenti a l  converts '�i th unacceptab l e  
hars h nes s . Rut there are s t i l l  plenty of fi re and brims tone 
merchants abou t , and I s i ncerely hope they are wrong ! 

3 2  

UFO Witnesses and 

Fantasy Pt�oneness 

by Tom Ruffles 
The ps ychological s t atus o f  UFO wi tnes ses has come under in­

creas ing s c rutiny over the last decade . The re is a spli t  
between ufologists who regard UFO experients as ' normal ' ,  i . e . 
typical of the wider population ( e . g .  Zi�'ller , 1984 ) , and those 

who bel ieve that they are poorly s ocialised ,  w i th a gener al ised 
tendency to bel ieve in mys t i c al phenomena, and prone to h allu­
cinations or fantasy ( e . g .  G r i nspoon & Pers ky ,  1972 ; Kl as s ,  
1974 ) . 

Vall ee & Val lee { 1967) dis cus s one approach which takes the 
latter t ack .  This is to dismis s  reports of s ightings as ' flyi ng 
s aucer psychos is ' , whereby feeble-minded i ndividuals generate 
nm1ours which spread i n  a contagious manner unt i l  people thi nk  
that they real ly do see aliens . They ques t i on th i s  poss ibi l ity 
on the g rounds that patterns would not be expected in a rumour 
( i . e .  there would be randomnes s  in terms of, for example , type 
of location and t ime of day ) , whe�eas bona fide reports of 
s ightings do exhibit s t ructure sugges t ive of a physi ca l  rather 
than a psychologi cal orig i n .  

A more recent and respectable vers ion o f  flyi ng s aucer psychos i s  
(minus the contagion trappi ng s ) h as emerged i n  dis cus s ions of 
the Fantasy Prone Personali ty ( FPP ) . The concept is not confined 
to work carried out in the UFO field ; it is bei ng i ncreas ingly 
us ed i n  the development of models explori ng the orig i ns and func­
t ions of paranormal belief ( eg I rwi n ,  1992 ) . 

Research into the FPP owes much to the work of Wi l s on & Barber 
( 1983 )  who coined the term , a lthough fantasy pronenes s i s  derived 
from Hi lgard ' s  ear l i er work on ' imaginative i nvolvement ' .  As the 
name s ugges ts , it denotes a tendency to fantas i s e  a lot , and also 
to become deeply absorbed in the fantas y .  \vi lson & b arber es ti­
mated that the t rai t was pres ent i n  up to 4% of the popul ation, 
al though later research has emphas i sed that these i ndividuals are 
at one end of a cont i nuum , and that fantasy proneness is present 
to a lesser extent in the popu l ation in general . 

Lynn & Rhue ( 1988 ) found that fantas i sers differed from non- fanta­
s isers on measures of hypnot i s abi l i ty ,  imag i nation, waking sugges t­
ibi l i t y, hal luci natory abi l i t y ,  creat i vi t y ,  psychologi cal pathology 
and chi ldhood experiences . Fantas i sers recol lect�i be i ng phys i­
cal l y  abused and punished to a g reater extent than non-fantasisers , 



and reported greater loneliness and isolation as chi l�en . I t  
should b e  s t res sed that Lynn & Rhue found many fanta� 1sers t o  be 
relatively well adj us ted. Some were , however ,  maladJ us ted accord­
ing to Ninnesota Mult iphas i c  Personal i ty I nventory and Rorschach 
dat a .  

I n  the i r  earlier work \<l]ilson and Barber too had noted a s t rong 
l i nk  between fantasy �ronenes s and hypnoti s ability, al thou?h Lynn & 

Rhue found it not to be as s t rong as �vi l s on and Barber cl a1med : 
The lat ter had in fact s tumbled across hei r fantasy-prone s ubJ ects 
in the course of examining hypnotisabi l i ty ,  and listed various 
attributes which the ' excellent ' hypnot i s able subj ects reported, as 
oppos ed to the not so 9QOd ones . 

These attributes i nc luded fantas i s i ng much of the time ; the 
abi l i t y  to hallucinate obj ects , and experience them as real ; 
rich and varied hypnogogic imagery ; the vivid recal l of 
personal eA�eriences ; psychic and out-of�body exper�ences ; �J 
a bel ief in the abi l i ty to heal . Fantas 1 sers occas 1onally had 
di fficu l t i es di fferent i ating between fantas i s ed events and 
persons , and real ones . Given the phenomenological clos enes s

.
of 

hypnot i s abi l i ty and fantasy proneness , the tendency to hypnot 1 se 
abducti on c laimants can be s een as a dubious one if the res\ llt 
is the production of spurious fantas ies . 
1.vi l son and Barber als o  found that there was a correlation 
between c l aims of psychical experiences and fantasy proneness : 
92% of thei r  fantas y-prone subj ects cons idered themselves to be 
psych i c .  There a r e  thus implications for a variety o f  phenomena 
which fal l under the umbrel la of psych ical research , as well as 
for ufology. 

Rcss & J oshi ( 1992 ) examined the l i nks between reports of para­
r�rmal expe ri ences , chi ldhood t rauma and di s sociation. They 
argue that this could be triggered by t rauma, especially if 
occurring during ch i ldhood, wh i ch would account for thei r finding 
that paranormal c l aims were more common among those repo r t i ng  

chi ldhood abuse .  

t-1aki ng the abus e l i nk les s  clear , however , i s  Ros s & J osh i ' s 
finding that reports of paranormal occurrences were also common 
among members of the general population who showed no psychopath­
ology, from which they concluded that paranormal experiences are 
not uni t ary in nature . I rwin ( 1992 ) addres s es this point in his 
model by i ncludi ng the encouragement of chi ldhood fantasy by a 

signi fi c ant adul t  as a factor in the development of the FPP . I t  
i s  no t  dependent solely upon the experi ence of childhood ab��e . 
He proposes that fantasy proneness is conducive to paranormal 
bel i ef ,  wh i ch then i nteracts wi th p arapsychological experiences , 
providi ng mutual rei nforcement .  

The concept of fant asy pronenes s i s  of parti cular s igni fi cance i n  
the s tudy o f  abduct i on accounts . Bartholamew et al ( 199 1 )  exam-
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i ned 1 52 contactees , and found that 1 32 exhibi ted s igns of 
fantasy pronenes s ,  o r  to be more preci s e ,  a generalised bel i ef i n  
the parano rmal . They were characterised by high scoring on 
scales of hypno t i c  s ugges tib i l i t y ,  rel igious vis ions and appari­
tional experi ences . These subj ects we re not typical of the 
general populat ion . This finding cont radicts Zimmer' s ( 1984 ) 
fi ndi ng that the maj or difference between UFO experients and non­

experi ents was merely the former g roup ' s  tendency to have seen a 
visual anomaly - otherwise there was l i ttle to dis ti nguish them . 

Parne l l  ( 1989 ) fal l s  somewhere in between, having found out that 
UFO expe rients h ad more unusual experiences in general , and had 
more unusual though ts , feeli ng s  and atti tudes , than non-experients . 
They tended to be di s t rus tful or s uspicious , and poss ibly to have 
sch izoid tendencies . No di fferences were found by Parnell wi th 
regard to l evel of experience , whether the claim was of a light in 
the sky , or having been taken on board a spacecraft . She does 
make the point t h at there is a problem with es tablishing caus ation, 
and that the negative reception of an abduct ion claim could lead to 
such effects as being reserved and defens ive . 

This begs the ques tion of why anybody should want to make these 
sort of claims . According to I rwi n  ( 1992 ) ,  a consequence of 
paranorms l beliefs and experiences , faci l i t ated by fantasy­
pronenes s ,  is to i ns t i l  a s ense of control over a complex wor ld, 
particularly in the sphere of interpersonal relationships . Thi s  
s ens e might b e  i ll us o ry ,  but i t  provides a coping mechanism . How 
thi s  squares with abduction reports is hard to determine . Saying 
that one ' s  body has been subj ected to humi l i ating and painful 
exami nation and s urgery h ardly seems to be cons is tent with a 
des i re to proj ect an image of cont rol . I t  is pos sible , given the 
amount of media coverage that such claims can attract , that consi­
derable s elf-es teem could be generated by being the focus of 
at tention . I f  this is so , Parnel l ' s  findings �ndicate a downside 
to the attempt . 

V al l ee ( 1990) makes the point , frquently ove rlooked by abduction 
enthus i as ts , that the medical examinations which are al legedly 
carried out seem to s erve no purpose which could not easily be 
achieved ( given the obvious technical superiority displayed i n  
the craft themselves ) by far subtler means . This leads t o  the 
conclusion that the experiences are either fant as i es , or , if the 
experiences are genuine, that the operat ions are simulated for the 
purpose of manipulating cultural images . He concedes that neither 
theory is completely s atis factory. 

There is clearly much work to be done on fantasy proneness as a 
poss ible factor in UFO experiences . The danger is i n  adopting a 
reduct ionist s t ance , and claiming that all reports can be att ri-

35 



36 

buted to a s ingle cause ( or pai r of causes : in the opinion of 
Baker � Nickell ( 1992 ) , all UFO contact experiences can be explained 
by hoax or FPP ) .  I n any case, even if the FPP is a maj or determ­
i nant i n  UFO experiences , the aetiology of fantasy-proneness has to 
be explored further . Labels are useful , but there is always the 
danger that explaining something can turn i nto explaining it away . 
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